
 

  
 

July 14, 2025 

Sheila Ennes 
Transportation Data Program Manager 
California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:	AB	744	Draft	Data	Procurement	Proposal		

Dear Ms. Ennes, 

The California Association of Councils of Governments (CALCOG) appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on the Draft Data Procurement Proposal developed in response to AB 744. CALCOG 
represents a statewide association of regional governments—including Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations (MPOs), Regional Transportation Planning Agencies (RTPAs), and Councils of 
Governments (COGs)—that serve communities large and small, urban and rural, coastal and inland. 
We commend the CTC’s stakeholder engagement and its recognition of the diverse needs across 
California’s transportation planning agencies. We would like to offer the following comments as the 
CTC finalizes its proposal to the legislature for procurement of data, modeling, and analytic 
software tools.  
 
Prioritize	Foundational	Tools	to	Support	Regional	and	Local	Use	

The proposal should prioritize foundational tools that are widely used and offer the greatest benefit 
across California’s diverse regions. These include core platforms like GIS for land use, 
infrastructure, and climate resilience planning; travel demand and emissions models that are 
essential for tracking regional greenhouse gas targets under SB 375; and VMT estimation tools that 
support SB 743 implementation and CEQA compliance. Additionally, improving access to 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) software would help agencies manage federally 
required TIPs that roll into the State Transportation Improvement Program.  

By focusing on these high-utility tools, the state can streamline procurement, promote consistent 
analytical practices, and ensure that smaller jurisdictions are fully equipped to participate in 
California’s data-driven planning efforts. 

Offer	a	Hybrid	Approach	to	Streamline	Cooperative	Purchasing		

CALCOG agrees with the CTC that procurement complexity is a longstanding barrier. To ensure 
equitable participation across agencies of all sizes and capacities, the CTC should: 
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 Develop clear, simple pathways for agencies to opt into centrally procured licenses, while 
maintaining the ability to manage their own procurement processes if they choose. 

 Reduce duplicative procurement requirements that add administrative burden. 
 Provide transparent cost-sharing guidance and ensure upfront clarity on how agencies can 

participate. 
 Offer onboarding support, especially for smaller agencies that may lack procurement or legal 

capacity. 

Streamlining access will ensure that more local and regional agencies can benefit from the program, 
particularly those that historically lacked the resources to participate in statewide initiatives. 

Ensure	Ongoing	Local	and	Regional	Engagement	

We appreciate the CTC’s commitment to stakeholder input and encourage continued collaboration 
as the program evolves. Regional agencies possess deep technical expertise and on-the-ground 
knowledge that should continue to inform: 

 Selection of priority tools for statewide procurement. 
 Development of competitive grant criteria and funding distribution. 
 Establishment of training, onboarding, and performance evaluation metrics. 

We also encourage continued exploration of shared services models, consortium applications, and 
peer learning opportunities that can support smaller or rural agencies, particularly through 
regional or Rural Counties Task Force partnerships. 

Conclusion	

We want to thank the CTC for its leadership in implementing AB 744 and developing a flexible, 
statewide approach to data procurement. We believe that a well-executed hybrid model will 
promote equitable access to critical planning tools while preserving local flexibility. 

We look forward to collaborating with the CTC as this effort moves forward and welcome 
opportunities to further refine the program’s structure and implementation details. 

Please feel free to contact me if you would like to discuss these recommendations further 
[sabrina@calcog.org or (530-864-8544]. 

Sincerely, 

 
Sabrina Bradbury 
Deputy Director 
 


