
Now Accepting Nominations – Regional Excellence Awards  

Sacramento, California - Organizations and leaders across the state are invited to 
submit nominations for the 2nd annual CALCOG Regional Excellence Awards, honoring 
innovative projects, exceptional leaders, and key partners advancing the work of regions 
through collaboration. Nominations are open now through Friday, January 9. Individuals, 
projects, programs, and partners that demonstrate how regional collaboration delivers real 
results are all eligible for consideration.  
 
Award winners will be recognized at the Regional Leadership Forum, held March 9–11, 
2026, in Long Beach. The Forum brings together regional agencies, state partners, and 
local leaders to share best practices and tackle shared challenges. Submit your 
nominations today and help shine a spotlight on the people and partnerships driving 
regional progress. 

Award Categories 

Eureka! Award - “Eureka!” is a historic exclamation that celebrates discovery and 
invention. The term is our state motto and adorns the state seal. California—and its 
regions—continue to embrace the enthusiasm for discovery, as well as the quest for 
achievement that exemplifies this motto. The Eureka! recognizes the best regional 
projects or programs from agencies of various sizes that represent an innovation. 

Champion for Regions Award - This Award recognizes legislators, partners, and 
policymakers who have carried legislation, forwarded a significant policy, or made 
contributions to regional agencies at a statewide level.  

The “Poppy” Award - The California Poppy is one of our most iconic state symbols. 
The Presidential Poppy Award celebrates regional government board members, staff and 
other individuals who exemplify exceptional commitment, creativity, or effort in their 
service to region and community. 

Regional Star Award - The California Regional Star Award recognizes individuals who 
have had significant impact and made a lasting contribution to regional governments 
throughout their careers. This lifetime achievement award highlights the recipient’s 
dedication to public service, leadership excellence, and commitment to effective regional 
government. 

  


